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§ 648.11 At-sea sampler/observer coverage.
(a) The Regional Administrator may re-

quest any vessel holding a permit for Atlan-
tic sea scallops, NE multispecies, monkfish,
Atlantic mackerel, squid, butterfish, scup,
black sea bass, bluefish, spiny dogfish, At-
lantic herring, tilefish; or a moratorium per-
mit for summer flounder; to carry a NMFS-
approved sea sampler/observer. * * *

* * * * *

(e) The owner or operator of a vessel issued
a summer flounder moratorium permit, a
scup moratorium permit, a black sea bass
moratorium permit, a bluefish permit, a
spiny dogfish permit, an Atlantic herring
permit, or a tilefish permit, if requested by
the sea sampler/observer, also must:

(1) Notify the sea sampler/observer of any
sea turtles, marine mammals, summer floun-
der, scup, black sea bass, bluefish, spiny
dogfish, Atlantic herring, tilefish, or other
specimens taken by the vessel.

(2) Provide the sea sampler/observer with
sea turtles, marine mammals, summer floun-
der, scup, black sea bass, bluefish, spiny
dogfish, Atlantic herring, tilefish, or other
specimens taken by the vessel.

* * * * *

§ 648.12 Experimental fishing.
The Regional Administrator may ex-

empt any person or vessel from the re-
quirements of subparts A (General Pro-
visions), B (Atlantic Mackerel, Squid,
and Butterfish Fisheries), D (Atlantic
Sea Scallop Fishery), E (Atlantic Surf
Clam and Ocean Quahog Fisheries), F
(NE Multispecies and Monkfish Fish-
eries), G (Summer Flounder Fishery),
H (Scup Fishery), I (Black Sea Bass
Fishery), J (Atlantic Bluefish Fishery),
K (Atlantic Herring Fishery), or L
(Spiny Dogfish Fishery) of this part for
the conduct of experimental fishing
beneficial to the management of the
resources or fishery managed under
that subpart. The Regional Adminis-
trator shall consult with the Executive
Director of the Council regarding such
exemptions for the Atlantic mackerel,
squid, and butterfish, the summer
flounder, the scup, the black sea bass,
the spiny dogfish, and the bluefish fish-
eries.

(a) The Regional Administrator may
not grant such an exemption unless he/
she determines that the purpose, de-
sign, and administration of the exemp-

tion is consistent with the manage-
ment objectives of the respective FMP,
the provisions of the Magnuson-Ste-
vens Act, and other applicable law, and
that granting the exemption will not:

(1) Have a detrimental effect on the
respective resources and fishery;

(2) Cause any quota to be exceeded;
or

(3) Create significant enforcement
problems.

(b) Each vessel participating in any
exempted experimental fishing activity
is subject to all provisions of the re-
spective FMP, except those necessarily
relating to the purpose and nature of
the exemption. The exemption will be
specified in a letter issued by the Re-
gional Administrator to each vessel
participating in the exempted activity.
This letter must be carried on board
the vessel seeking the benefit of such
exemption.

(c) Experimental fishing for surf
clams or ocean quahogs will not re-
quire an allocation permit.

[61 FR 58466, Nov. 15, 1996, as amended at 62
FR 37156, July 11, 1997; 65 FR 45852, July 26,
2000; 65 FR 77466, Dec. 11, 2000]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 66 FR 49144,
Sept. 26, 2001, § 648.12 was amended by revis-
ing the introductory text, effective Nov. 1,
2001. For the convenience of the user the re-
vised text follows:

§ 648.12 Experimental fishing.
The Regional Administrator may exempt

any person or vessel from the requirements
of subparts A (General Provisions), B (Atlan-
tic mackerel, squid, and butterfish), D (sea
scallop), E (surf clam and ocean quahog), F
(NE multispecies and monkfish), G (summer
flounder), H (scup), I (black sea bass), J
(bluefish), K (Atlantic herring), L (spiny
dogfish), M (deep-sea red crab), and N
(tilefish) of this part for the conduct of ex-
perimental fishing beneficial to the manage-
ment of the resources or fishery managed
under that subpart. The Regional Adminis-
trator shall consult with the Executive Di-
rector of the MAFMC regarding such exemp-
tions for the Atlantic mackerel, squid,
butterfish, summer flounder, scup, black sea
bass, spiny dogfish, bluefish, and tilefish
fisheries.

* * * * *
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